
My Schools Brochure

Choosing a school (or nursery) is one of the most important decisions you will make as a parent. 
At Simply Learning Tuition, we believe this decision should not be based just on a school’s just 
academic results, but also on their ethos; how they help a child to explore and build their character, 
to be happy and to prepare effectively for their future career.

There are around 2,400 independent schools in Britain, from the big names to little-known gems. 
With all of them having so much to offer, it’s difficult to know where to begin. This guide will 
identify some of the really important questions you need to ask when shortlisting.

My Chosen Schools

In this brochure, you can find further information on the following schools:

Uppingham School



How to Choose a School

The best schools create a nurturing environment for children, helping them to grow into well-
rounded individuals. The values and ethos of a school are all important and most claim to produce 
a well-rounded child. Reading the Headteacher’s statement provides a good indication of what 
drives the school, but we always recommend that you visit to make sure that reality matches the 
promise. As you will see from our school profiles, marketing departments are very good at 
extolling a schools benefits – without insider, up to date information it can be very hard to be sure 
what the school is really like.

Size and Location

Will your child be happier in a larger school, or the more close-knit environment of a smaller 
school? Whilst larger schools can provide better facilities to help their students to excel, smaller 
schools can often offer more individually focused attention. For many of the families we work 
with, location is the single most important factor when choosing a school.

Day or boarding?

Boarding schools are ideal for parents with demanding jobs and long hours in the office. Not only 
does boarding allow for greater flexibility, many find that ‘family time’ becomes more valuable, 
with all members of the family (hopefully!) excited to reconnect in the holidays to catch up with 
all the news from that term. On the other hand, the lack of contact with home or the financial strain 
of boarding fees will put many parents off boarding schools. Additionally, many children will 
flourish better at home, spending more time with their family. Fortunately, over the last few years 
there has been a shift to greater flexibility in boarding regimens. Schools close to London, in 
particular, have moved towards offering weekly and flexi-boarding, where pupils board only 
during the week, allowing them to spend precious time with their families at the weekend. For 
many, this offers the perfect balance between day and boarding school.

 

Single Sex, or Co-Ed?

Thousands of studies have been published which attempt to answer this question, but the debate 
rages on.

Many appear to have concluded that whilst boys thrive when educated alongside their female 
peers, young girls perform better alone, without the distraction of their male counterparts.  There 
is, however, little conclusive proof of this. Indeed, some of the best schools in the country are 
boy’s schools, contrary to the suggestion that boys do not succeed alone. In Scandinavian 
countries, which generally do very well academically, children start lessons later and spend the 
early years learning to socialise with members of the opposite sex. They believe that ‘teenage 
angst’ is greatly reduced as a result.



Academic performance: thinking beyond the league tables

Many parents’ rely heavily on league tables, a tool of comparison for the hundreds of schools that 
claim to guarantee the best results. It can seem a safe bet to pick the school that sends the most 
pupils to Oxbridge or achieves a string of A* students. However, league tables are a bit of a 
minefield. With so many discrepancies in the data they use, they are a fairly weak way of 
evaluating a school’s real performance. So many factors may affect league table positions, from 
the school’s selectivity to the specific courses on offer.

Additionally, league tables don’t show the true ‘value add’ of each school. A top school, heavily 
oversubscribed, will cherry pick the brightest students – who have supportive parents (and tutors!) 
who will perform equally brilliantly at many different schools.  It may seem like the best idea to 
send your son or daughter to the highest-achieving school. But this can create a pressurised 
learning environment that overwhelms many students, damaging their self-esteem. From our 
experience tutoring thousands of children since 2009, we see that results improve dramatically 
when children are streamed appropriately.

The value of extra-curricular activities

For many families, extra-curricular activities are as important as academic performance when 
considering schools, and with good reason. Outside interests are becoming increasingly crucial to 
life beyond school and university. Employers and universities value extra-curricular credentials, as 
they help to create a well-rounded individual, developing important traits such as self-motivation 
and teamwork. If you and your child are passionate about extra-curricular pursuits, looking beyond 
the big names may provide some specialist options that will nurture and encourage your child’s 
interests at every stage.

 

Is your school future proof?

The only thing we really know about the future is that no one knows very much. New machines 
and technologies will replace many of the jobs we train for now. Society will have different needs 
and students will require skill sets we might not even be able to imagine now.

Teaching itself will change. Teachers will likely become mentors. The resources of the Internet 
may replace the classroom, with classwork being done at home, and homework being done at 
school. Ask your prospective head teacher how they will be preparing your child to embrace an 
uncertain future.

Finally, even the brightest and most able child may suffer temporary setbacks. Parents tell us they 
are often quite shocked by the lack of support shown by a through school that claimed to be for 
life. It is always advisable to ask the school how they support families through this kind of 
problem. Some schools may weed out ‘underperforming’ children just before exam stages to 
improve league table positions.

 

 

 

 



Uppingham School
Uppingham, LE15 9QE

SLT Recommended

Phone: 01572822216

Email: bkw@uppingham.co.uk

Website: www.uppingham.co.uk

Head: Dr Richard Maloney

Registrar Details:
01572820611
admissions@uppingham.co.uk

Entry Routes: 13+, 16+

Curriculum: British, GCSE, A Level

Ages Covered:
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

Type: Senior & Sixth Form

Term Dates:
https://www.uppingham.co.uk/about/term-dates

Open Days:
https://www.uppingham.co.uk/admissions/visiting-the-school

Sector: Independent

Day/Boarding: Boarding Only

Setting: Town

Total Pupils: 794

Gender: Co-ed

Gender (sixth form): Co-Ed

Opening Date: 1/1/1949

School Age: 73

SEN: Comprehensive SEN support

Recreational Space:
Extensive sports facilities on campus

Selection: Not Academically Selective

Sibling Policy: No

Financial Assistance: Academic Scholarship, Music Scholarship, 
Arts Scholarship, Sports Scholarship, Bursary

https://www.simplylearningtuition.co.uk/school-checker/uppingham-school/
mailto:bkw@uppingham.co.uk
http://www.uppingham.co.uk
mailto:admissions@uppingham.co.uk
https://www.uppingham.co.uk/about/term-dates
https://www.uppingham.co.uk/admissions/visiting-the-school


Uppingham School

Uppingham School is a leading boarding school for boys and girls aged 13-18. We are a vibrant and forward looking school that provides a 
holistic education in which each pupil is valued for their personal qualities, talents and aspirations.

Notable Academic Facilities

Uppingham is a forward-looking school with a rich and proud history. Our historic learning environment is inspiring and beautiful, 
complemented by exceptional, contemporary teaching facilities that enable our pupils to thrive and succeed. Our passion for teaching 
innovation is encompassed in our state-of-the-art Science Centre, in which our pupils can take advantage of purpose-built classrooms and 
study spaces in an airy and inspiring environment.

Wellbeing & Pastoral Care

We know that children who feel healthy, happy and safe perform at their best. Our pastoral care systems are at the heart of the way we 
nurture each pupil as an individual, providing compassionate care in our family-oriented boarding environment. Every staff member at 
Uppingham has a pastoral role, and with the support of doctors, nutritionists, psychologists and other specialists, we create a web of care 
that supports our pupils throughout their time at school.

Any advice for parents who are applying?

The majority of pupils beginning in Year 9 will enter via our pre-tests taken early in Year 7 and thus applying with this in mind can help. 
However, we will always consider applications on their own merit, for whatever point of entry and whenever we receive them.

Is there a 'typical' type of child who thrives?

One with an enthusiasm to be involved in things that spark their interest and imagination, whatever that might be, and one prepared to take a 
risk and try new things as well.

What is the school most regarded for at present?

As a full boarding school, we offer a school life that is rich in opportunities; where all pupils can flourish and succeed. Exceptional 
academics and sport are complemented by excellence in the arts, music and an outstanding enrichment programme.

Sports

The Uppingham School Sports Centre (USSC) is a state-of-the-art facility which houses a six-lane 25m swimming pool, a 62-station fitness 
studio, three squash courts, a gymnasium, two dance studios and a six-court sports hall. Pupils also enjoy playing a wide range of sports on, 
our many playing fields, Astroturf pitches and tennis courts, which are spread across 65 acres.

Drama



Uppingham Theatre offers outstanding facilities and an industry-standard environment, where pupils are inspired to explore and express 
their creative capabilities. Our performance spaces include a 300-seat theatre and a 160-seat black box drama studio. Uppingham is widely 
renowned for it's professional standard shows, and every aspect of staging our shows is pupil-led.

Music

For pupils who strive to excel in music as part of a rounded education, Uppingham offers the best music provision of any non-specialist 
music school in the country. Our pupils have access to no fewer than three music schools, equipped with state-of-the-art technology and 
professional-quality performance spaces. Uppingham's outstanding music facilities are complemented by our internationally renowned 
Director of Music and our inspirational teaching team of professional musicians.

Dance

Our state-of-the-art Sports Centre houses two dance studios for our pupils to use and enjoy. As well as being an option within the curriculum 
at the senior level, private dance lessons are also available for pupils. Dance is also included with our extensive co-curricular and enrichment 
programmes, offering an excellent opportunity for pupils to cultivate new talents, passions and interests.



Next Steps…

We hope that you found the information in this brochure helpful. It is of course, just a snapshot of 
the information that is available about the schools you are interested in.

At Simply Learning Tuition, our approach to finding and securing a place at the right school for 
your child starts with a shortlist of institutions based on your values and the various practical 
factors that drive your decision. We share our own knowledge of each school and make additional 
recommendations based on our visits and meetings with senior staff, students and parents. We can 
simplify the complexity of the application system by managing deadlines, deposits and other entry 
requirements. We schedule visits and steer discussions with the school in order to ensure the best 
chances of a place for your child.

Our education consultants include head teachers, sixth-form heads who really do know the system 
better than anyone else and can provide you with practical guidance on everything from London 
nursery placements to preparatory and senior school choices. Supporting them is a client relations 
team that will manage every step of your child’s placement with the utmost care.

We offer the following Education Consultancy services:

Providing an overview of the British education system (for both UK and overseas families)
Meeting with you and assessing your child
Shortlisting suitable nursery, pre-prep, prep or senior schools that are a perfect match for 
your child.
Advising on admissions pathways and procedures
Preparing your child for entrance tests an interviews
Organising visits to each school.
When our assessments identify a shortfall in a particular area, such as a language or 
curriculum gap for international students, we introduce a carefully organised course of 
academic tuition, or other suitable support.
Discretion and sensitivity is key for all of the families we work with. Many ask us to 
manage the entire process on their behalf.

Each service is sold as an all-inclusive package but because our service is personal and tailored to 
your precise needs, we can also quote for your requirements.



enquiries@simplylearningtuition.co.uk
+44 (0)20 7350 1981

www.simplylearningtuition.co.uk

Studio 7,

Battersea Studios 2,

82 Silverthorne Rd.
London SW8 3HE

mailto:enquiries@simplylearningtuition.co.uk
https://www.simplylearningtuition.co.uk/

